man-to-human spread. Whether hu-
man-to-human transmission occurred
is a scientific judgment.

We agree with Uyeki and Bresee
that statistical modeling can provide
useful and supportive insights, and we
hope that epidemiologic teams who
investigate and control potential in-
fectious disease outbreaks will carry
the TranStat software (2) into the field
with them. We are grateful that Uyeki
and Bresee point out that immediate
implementation of containment mea-
sures is critical, even while we sort
out the cause of an observed cluster
of cases. Actually containing possible
spread of a potential pandemic strain
of influenza (4,5) is more important
than scientific arguments about the
transmissibility of the infectious agent
in question.

Ira M. Longini, Jr.,*t Yang
Yang,* Jonathan Sugimoto,*t
and M. Elizabeth Halloran*t

*Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center,
Seattle, Washington, USA; and tUniversity
of Washington, Seattle, Washington, USA
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ANOTHER DIMENSION

Swimming With A Hundred Year Old
Snapping Turtle

Freya Manfred

I spy his head above the waves,

big as a man’s fist, black eyes peering at me,
until he dives into darker, deeper water.
Yesterday I saw him a foot from my outstretched hand,
already tilting his great domed shell away.
Ribbons of green moss rippled behind him,
growing along the ridge of his back

and down his long reptilian tail.

He swims in everything he knows,

and what he knows is never forgotten.
Wisely, he fears me as if I were the Plague,
which I am, sick unto death, swimming

to heal myself in his primeval sea.
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Which infectious diseases are emerging?
Whom are they affecting?

Why are they emerging now?

What can we do to prevent and control them?
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